
TEEN PLAYWRIGHTS
FROM AROUND THE
STATE WILL COMPETE
AT THE MARY
GODFREY PLAYHOUSE
THIS FRIDAY.

By Karen Cotton
kcotton@wyomingnews.com

“Wyoming High School
Drama Competition – Origi-
nal Scripts” is the fourth and
last Reader’s Theatre for the
Cheyenne Little Theatre
Players’ season. 

All of the dramatics will
take place at the Mary God-
frey Playhouse this Friday
evening. 

Talented young play-
wrights from around the
state competed in the
Wyoming High School Dra-

ma Competition.
In December the winners

were announced.
Drama students from both

Cheyenne’s East and Cen-
tral High schools will per-
form the winning scripts
written by their peers from
around the state.

Three of those scripts
were written by East High
students, said Randy Bern-
hard, the director of
Cheyenne Little Theatre
Players.

“High school students
from around the state sub-
mitted their scripts in a cer-
tain format,” Bernhard said.
“The judges read the scripts,
and they weren’t performed
at the Wyoming High School
Drama Competition.

“It was based on a certain
criteria, and the judges
picked the top three winners

in all three categories.”
Those criteria included

plot development, structure,
character and relationship
development, use of lan-
guage and action as well as
theatrical merit.

“The competition took
place in early December of
last year, so this is strictly
just a showcase of the win-
ning scripts,” Bernhard
said.  

Those scripts came in one
of three categories: One-Act
plays (several roles), Duet
scenes (featuring only two
roles) and monologues (only
a single role).

“As we looked at the One-
Act scripts, they weren’t
long enough to fill a full
evening of Reader’s The-
atre, so we decided to fea-
ture top three winners in all
categories,” Bernhard said. 

One of the motivations for
doing this particular Read-
er’s Theatre is the opportu-
nity feature emerging
Wyoming talent.

“Most of the scripts have
not been given an actual pro-
duction, so this is a way to
give a public performance of
the work of these young
playwrights,” he said. “We
want to encourage not only
the young playwrights who
won, but we also want to en-
courage other young play-
wrights to enter the
contest.” 

In December, Bernhard
met with drama teachers
from both high schools: Kel-
ly Bembry-Hennings of
Cheyenne’s East High and
Wendy Wolf-Perez of
Cheyenne’s Central High. 

“We had to divide up the
scripts between the two
schools,” Bernhard said.
“They’ve been rehearsing
with the scripts with their
students.”

This is the first time the
Cheyenne Little Theatre
Players have done this. It’s
something they plan on con-
tinuing next year.

“We’ve invited the win-
ning playwrights, their im-
mediate families and their
high school coaches/teach-
ers to come,” Bernhard said.

“It may be difficult for them
because some of them are
from Gillette, Riverton, Kel-
ly Walsh and all over the
state.”

The students from both lo-
cal high schools will re-
hearse on Thursday at the
Mary Godfrey Playhouse
with the performance set for
Friday evening. 

“What I always say when
we present something in
Reader’s Theatre is we
gauge the audience’s re-
sponse to the script and see
if it’s something to consid-
er,” Bernhard said. “For ex-
ample we had a lot of
positive feedback of ‘Sister’s
Rosensweig,’ so we may con-
sider a full production of the
script later on in the future.”

The theater looks at the
merit of the script itself, he
said, and the age of the play-
wright doesn’t matter. 

“It’s also good to encour-
age the high schools them-
selves to do the productions
of their student’s scripts if
they feel like it merits a full
production,” he said. “Our
main goal to do this is to en-
courage young writers and
playwrights.”

He added that a playwrit-
ing class is something the
theater is considering for its
academy. 
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Avoid using chemically treated 
timbers near your vegetable garden
Landscape timbers are often treated with copper chromated arsenate
to prevent rot. Recently, they have become controversial. Even some
alternative treatments have become questionable, as studies have
shown these chemicals leach into the soil and taken up by roots. This is
less common with alkaline soils common to the intermountain west.
Still, to be safe, try to avoid using treated landscape timbers around
vegetable gardens. Courtesy of Cheyenne Botanic Gardens, www.botanic.org.

Bird of the Week: 
Northern Shoveler
This duck uses its shovel-shaped bill to strain tiny crustaceans and
seeds from the water, never foraging on land for food. However,
females do go ashore to build nests on the prairie, leading the
ducklings back to water shortly after hatching. Shovelers are
familiar birds in wetlands around the entire Northern Hemisphere,
including Lions Park. Pleistocene-era fossil bones were found in a
cave in Converse County. Text by Barb Gorges, photo by Pete Arnold

Reader’s Theatre program wraps
up with high school competition

CLTP
Reader’s
Theater 
Winner’s of the 2008
Wyoming High School
Drama Competition -
Original scripts

When: Friday, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 

Where: Mary Godfrey
Playhouse, 2706 E. Pershing
Boulevard 

Tickets: $10

More info: General admission, 
638-6543, www.cheyenne
littletheatre.org

Monologue
First place monologue:

“Emaciated” by Erin Sitzman
of Cheyenne’s East High (East
High is performing the script) 

Second place monologue:
“He Was Mine” by Stephanie
Hecker of Wheatland High
School (Cheyenne’s Central
High is performing the script) 

Third place monologue:
“Misunderstanding Darwin”
by Michael Eyres of East High
(East High is performing) 

Duet
First place Duet: “The Power

of Forgiveness” by Savrina
Frazier of Gillette High School,
(Central High is performing)

Second place Duet: “Bite
Me” by Jessalyn Kierstead of
Star Valley High School (East
High is performing) 

Third place Duet: “Troubles”
by Kelly Barrett of East High
(East High is performing)

One-Act
First place One-Act: “The

Collectors” by Robert Peck of
Riverton High School (Central
High is performing) 

Second place One-Act:
“Last Songs of Pompeii” by
Emma Narotsky of Kelly Walsh
High School (East High is
performing) 

Third place One-Act: 
“Ho Bro’s” by Todd Jolley
of Worland High School
(Central High is performing) 

Gayle Dawn Hill of the Cheyenne Little Theatre Players performs during the rehearsal of “I Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change” at the
Mary Godfrey Playhouse on Friday morning. Hill won the Best Actress Award at the recent American Association of Community Theater
Wyoming State Play Festival. Michael Smith/staff

CHEYENNE
LITTLE THEATRE
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“We’re going onto the
Regional Competition in
Orem, Utah, on May 8
through 9 with ‘I Love You,
You’re Perfect, Now
Change,’’ Bernhard said. 

There were two produc-
tions from Wyoming that
were chosen from the
American Association of
Community Theater
Wyoming State Play Festi-
val. 

“‘Mary My Sweet’ from
Painted Past Productions
of Casper Wyoming is also
going,” Bernhard said.
“We’re one of the two state
finalists.”

Bernhard and his wife
both won awards for best
direction with “I Love You,
You’re Perfect, Now
Change” at the festival.

The production also won
Outstanding Scenic De-
sign, Costume Design and
Best Actress for Gayle
Dawn Hill (pictured).

MT. SINAI
SYNAGOGUE

2610 Pioneer
Cheyenne, WY 82001

307-634-3052
mt.sinaicheyenne.org

STADIUM 9
1400 DELL RANGE BLVD. • 307-634-9499
STADIUM SEATING IN ALL AUDITORIUMS

®

Cole Square 3 307-635-2923
517 COLE SQ. SHPG. CNTR.

ALL SHOWTIMES INCLUDE PRE-FEATURE CONTENT • www.carmike.com

FRONTIER MALL

NEW REDUCED ADMISSION
$1.00 • ALL SEATS • ALL SHOWS

Super Bargain Matinee
all shows between 4pm - 6pm

$4.25

SHOWS BEFORE 6:30 PLAY FRI-SUN
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RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN PG DLP
12:30 2:50 5:10 7:30 9:50 
CORALINE 3D PG DLP - 12:15 2:45 5:10 
MADEA GOES TO JAIL PG-13 DLP
12:30 2:55 5:20 7:45 10:10
TAKEN PG-13 DLP
12:00 2:30 4:50 7:35 10:00
LAST HOUSE ON THE LEFT R DLP
1:30 4:20 7:15 9:45
RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN PG DLP
1:00 3:20 5:40 8:00
THE READER R DLP
12:35 4:10 7:05 9:50
LAST HOUSE ON THE LEFT R DLP
12:45 3:15 5:45 8:15
THE WATCHMEN R DLP
12:00 3:30 7:00 10:25
BAD FOR BUSINESS NR DLP - 7:40 10:05

UNDERWORLD R
6:55 9:00

BEDTIME STORIES PG
7:05 9:00

THE UNINVITED PG-13
7:00 9:00

Advance Tickets Available 
Call for Details

© 2009 Movie Palaces Inc.  All Rights Reserved

LAST HOUSE ON THE LEFT 
2:00, 4:30, 7:25, 9:55
WATCHMEN (R) 
NOON, 1:25, 3:20, 4:45, 6:50, 8:10, 10:05
LAST CHANCE HARVEY (PG13) DUSTIN HOFFMAN
12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 9:45
FIRED UP (PG13) 2 GUYS. 300 GIRLS. DO THE MATH.
12:15, 9:50
DOUBT (PG13) 
2:30, 4:50
CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC (PG)
1:50, 4:15, 6:40, 9:10
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE (R) ID REQUIRED
WINNER OF 8 ACADEMY AWARDS® INCLUDING BEST PICTURE
1:40, 4:10, 6:45, 9:20 

3 4 1 0  C O N C O R D
AT  E A S T  P E R S H I N GWyo .com

BUY TICKETS ONLINE AND PICKUP AT LOBBY KIOSK

BENJAMIN BUTTON (PG13) 6:30
FRIDAY THE 13TH (R) ID REQ ......9:45
HOTEL FOR DOGS (PG) .........7:00
UNDERWORLD 3 (R) ID REQ .....9:15

    FREE ADMISSION WITH POPCORN PURCHASE!

TAKEN (PG13) THE TIME FOR REVENGE HAS COME
12:25, 2:55, 5:05, 7:15, 9:25
PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) KEVIN JAMES
12:35, 2:45, 4:55, 7:10, 9:20
GRAN TORINO 
1:45, 4:20, 7:05, 9:35

6 3 8 - S H O W

(R) STARRING ACADEMY AWARD® BEST ACTRESS NOMINEE SALLY HAWKINS
TONIGHT ONLY AT 7:00 PM

NON-MEMBER TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR

CINEMA CLUB: HAPPY-GO-LUCKY

RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 
12:20, 1:30, 2:40, 3:50, 5:00, 6:35, 7:20, 8:55, 9:40

Opening
Friday:


